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Congratulations to Scott Bell, who was promoted to Vice President on 
February 5, 2009!  After retiring as a Commander from the US Navy, 
where he served his country for 20 years, Scott joined Skookum 4 years ago 
as the Northwest Alliance Manager.  A year and a half later he was 
promoted to the title of General Manager for the Navy Region Northwest.   
 
For those of you who aren’t familiar with Scott; he is originally from 
Nashville, TN., and graduated with his Bachelor’s Degree from Georgia 
Tech in 1984.  After graduating, Scott elected to go to OCS and was 
commissioned as a Surface Warfare Officer in 1985.   After graduating from 
OCS, Scott was then stationed on the USS Lockwood as the Engineering 
Officer.  In April of 1990, he attended Civil Engineering Corps Officer 
School and was then assigned to the Public Works Center in Yokosuka, 
Japan.  In 1992 he earned his license as a Registered Professional Engineer 

and in 1994 graduated with his Master’s 
Degree in Civil Engineering from Georgia 
Tech.  He rounded out his Navy career as the 
Public Works Officer at SUBASE Bangor, and has called Kitsap County his 
home ever since.  He has also been happily married for 22 years and has three 
wonderful children. 
 
During our interview, I asked Scott what this promot ion meant to him. He 
replied, “It means, being a support to Jeff in carrying out Skookum’s 
miss ion.”  He went on to say, “I am continually impressed by our hard 
working employee’s and the quality of work that Skookum provides our 
customers. I am honored to be in this posit ion.”   
       -Jennifer Keil 
        Marketing Assistant 
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SKOOKUM HAS A NEW VP OF OPERATIONS! 
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March Birthdays  

24th-Jesse Latham 
24th-Troy Larson 

26th-Michael Noehl 
27th-John Burke 

27th-Nicholas Valentine 
27th-James Hallmark 

27th-Christopher Cooper 
28th-Thomas Koch 
29th-Oscar Gavidia 

February Birthdays  

1st-Duane Wheat 
1st-Isolde Harlee 

1st-Robert Reiman 
1st-Steve Spurling 

2nd-Robert Moebius 
3rd-Ronnie Fester 
3rd-James DeQuis 

3rd-Michele Thesenga 
3rd-Nathan Bryson 
4th-Stephen Ortiz 

4th-Fredrick Myers 
4th-Garry Bannister 

4th-Zahir Ali 
5th-PilchaPagpaguitan 

5th-Raymond Washington 
8th-Anita Summers 

9th-Timothy McElroy 
9th-Vielka Stufflebeam 

11th-Jeff Dolven 
13th-Trevor Johnson 
14th-Robert Ratliff 

15th-Wendell Stevens 
15th-Courtney Miles 

15th-Michelle McElroy 
16th-Monica Lorance 
16th-Charles Handel 
17th-Ellen Reichart 
18th-Carl Johnston 
18th-Sarah Davies 

19th-Stephen Gonzales 
19th-Brian Williams 
20th-Robert Reinke 
21st-Elvira Marts 

21st-Deborah Cooper 
23rd-Kris Aalmo 

23rd-Matthew Johnson 
23rd-Howard Sullivan 
23rd-Robert Haynes 

23rd-Richard Kennedy 

7th-Sanoe Seabourn 
9th-Richard Slover 

10th-Edward Garrido 
10th-Micah Hooten 

11th– Becky Escobar 
11th-Greg Smith 
12th-Philip Troy 
14th-Dale Moore 
14th-Mark Scott 

15th-Joseph Mann 
16th-Willie Jones 
16th-Jodi Kainu 

16th-William Killough 
16th-Heather Larson 

16th-Richard Vazquez 
16th-Teresa Wilkinson 
17th-Sharon Broxton 

17th-Nathan Petri 
18th-Larry Perry 

18th-Mark Swinney 
19th-James Crosnoe 
19th-Craig DeQuis 

19th-Elizabeth Drone 
19th-Chris Lewis 

19th-Richard Townsel 
21st-Hadda Henderson 
21st-Travis Nollette 

22nd-David Boettcher 
22nd-Mark Bronson 

22nd-Scott McElhiney 
23rd-William Adair 
24th-Ronald Potts 

25th-William Starkey 
26th-Paul Walno 
27th-Troy Cable 

27th-Kassidy Pentland 
27th-Matthew Peterson 
27th-Michelle Sawyer 

28th-Jeanette Thompson 

March Birthdays  

1st-Jill Geddes 
2nd-Newton Hurd 

2nd-Kimberly Meigs 
3rd-Micki Hornbeak 
3rd-Pavielle Golden 

4th-Irene Bush 
4th-Mark Grozdev 
4th-Paul Roundtree 

5th-Steven Alter 
5th-Matthew Madrid 
5th-Chad McBride 
5th-Clyde Nabors 
5th-Loryne Taff 

6th-Orlando Harris 
6th-Randy Hartman 

6th-Sophia Sale 
7th-Donald Harris 
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James Blessing & Daniel Allen 
Fleet Management, Fort Lewis, WA. 
Nominated by: Larry Thornburg 

 

 What could go wrong on a payday Friday?... 
A dead battery! 
 After returning from the auto parts store with a 
new battery, I discovered my tool supply was one very 
small adjustable wrench. Luckily my car died in front 
of a fleet motor pool. When I went in to borrow some 
tools, Dan and James followed me out to my vehicle 
and within ten minutes they had replaced my battery 
and had my old one in the trunk! They did a quality job 
and even added some anti-corrosive spray! Thank you 
Dan and James for all of your help. 
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Each Recipient Receives $100 and a Skookum Excellence Pin 
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Debbie Crawford 
Bangor Janitorial 

Nominated by: Cliff Kuzminski & John Carter 
 

� I would like to recommend Debbie Crawford 
for special notice as she has never disappoints this of-
fice and staff in her professional approach in maintain-
ing our building/offices.  The trash is always taken out 
and the floors are always clean.  It is actually a pleas-
ure to use the men’s room in this building as it  always 
smells fresh and is visually sanit ized.  It  is testimony 
and proof of the high degree of professionalism and 
integrity that day in and day out there never is a single 
hint of displeasure or dissatisfaction in how Debbie 
maintains our spaces.  Please let Debbie know how 
much we appreciate all that she does for us. 

Terry Trevier 
Bangor Janitorial 

Nominated by: Cliff Kuzminski & John Carter 
 

� On behalf of my office and staff, I would like 
to recommend that special notice be given to Mr. Tre-
vier, who without a doubt demonstrates not only a high 
degree of professionalism but courtesy as well in the 
performance of his job.  I have asked Terry on numer-
ous occasions for assistance and have never been de-
nied service.  My office is not open unless someone is 
actually there working as we are a mobile unit.  Once 
again your employee Terry is always there for us and 
we certainly appreciate and look forward to seeing him 
in our building and offices. 

Harlan Loftus 
Fleet Management Fort Riley, KS. 

Nominated by: Kari Fink 
 

 The Fort Riley site manages and performs ve-
hicle maintenance on all GSA vehicles assigned to Fort 
Riley.  Harlan is not only an outstanding supervisor, 
but an outstanding mechanic as well.  He takes the 
t ime to help the other mechanics when needed and 
goes above and beyond to ensure the job gets done 
each day with a posit ive att itude, managing the shop 
activit ies and workflow, and performing his daily du-
t ies of maintenance on Class I vehicles.  Harlan’s abili-
t ies and knowledge of maintenance prove day to day 
that he is an invaluable employee to Skookum. 
 During the past three months, Harlan’s per-
formance has shown outstanding numbers, with IDIQ 
hours totaling 729.8.  During the month of January 
alone, Harlan produced a total of 309.26 IDIQ hours, 
and his yearly total for 2008 came in at 1743.53, show-
ing that he is the top performer in the Fort Riley main-
tenance shop. 
 Many of the different department agencies and 
their employees that come through the shop know 
Harlan and value his knowledge on their assigned ve-
hicles.  His customer support and service is excellent 
and well respected.  Keep it  up Harlan! 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS SPOTLIGHT 
By Stacie Kane, Skookum Benefits Manager 

If you had to pay $40 per pack, would that be enough incentive to stop smoking? 

Hidden Costs of Smoking 
In the “Price of Smoking,” Duke University health economists calculated the sum of $40 per pack by analyzing all 
costs associated with smoking.  At $40 a pack per pay that’s almost $15,000 per year!  Expenses included 
costs of cigarettes, excise taxes, life and property insurance for the smoker and household members’ medical 
care and for loss of earnings due to disability. 

You may not be aware of how much smoking actually costs you.  

Health Care 

Smokers have more medical problems and die at an earlier age that non-
smokers, therefore, leading to higher health and insurance costs.  Smokers go to 
the doctor more and typically use more medications than the average non-smoker.  
Tobacco use plays a role in a multitude of diseases that ultimately lead to disability or death: lung cancer, heart 
disease, emphysema, leukemia, chronic bronchitis, asthma, cervical cancer, kidney cancer and stomach cancer.  
Therefore, loss of earning power is enormous. 

Beauty/Hygiene 

Because of bad breath, yellow teeth, stinky clothes and hair, yellow nails and wrinkles, smokers often spend 
more to keep up their image.  Whitening toothpaste, dental visits, perfume, dry cleaning and breath fresheners 
all add up. 

Home/Auto 

The scent of stale smoke tends to linger and smokers pay more to keep their homes and cars clean.  Plus, value 
decreases when unpleasant odors detract from an otherwise pleasant home or car.  Statistics show the smokers 
get into more car accidents and cause more house fires than non-smokers.  As a result, smokers pay auto and 
home insurance rates that are often hundreds of dollars a year higher than those paid by non-smokers. 

While the financial cost of smoking is vast, the biggest cost of all is engaging in the number one cause of 
preventable death. 

Ready to Quit? 

If you are ready to stop smoking you can call 1-800-QUIT-NOW or visit www.smokefree.gov.  This is a 
national network of free cessation assistance and resource information.  When you call you will talk with a 
Tobacco Cessation Specialist specially trained to help smokers quit. 

John Burke, the General Manager in our Port Townsend office, just hit 
his 15 year anniversary mark here at Skookum!  In this day and age, 

that’s an amazing accomplishment.  Congratulations John!  Thank you 
for all your hard work and dedication over the past 15 years! 

CONGRATULATIONS JOHN ON 15 YEARS! 
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NEW SKOOKUM MICRO-GRANT PROGRAM 
Through the new Skookum Micro-Grant Program, our organization makes grants to those 
who embrace our mission of creating opportunities for people with disabilities.  
Furthermore, Skookum will award grants to those who strive to make the communities 
where we work and live more equitable and promising.  In 2009 our grants will fund 
programs which directly support the needs of our employees and their families.  Our 
organization seeks to provide funding to those who share our aforementioned 
commitment and whose proposals address one or more of the following: 
· Expand opportunities for persons with disabilities 
· Enhance employee opportunity for upward mobility and self-sufficiency 
· Build sustainable elements within Skookum and our community 
· Reinforce Skookum’s commitment to continuous improvement 
· Inspire creative and meaningful concepts 

For guidelines and other information about this new and exciting program, please visit the web-page on the 
Skookum web-site or contact Ryan Weise by phone at 360-475-0756 or by email at rweise@skookum.org. 

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES AND INSPIRING OTHERS 

WELCOMING NEW LIFE 

My name is Jeremy Hannaford. I am 25 years old and live in Port Orchard, WA.  My biggest 
passion in life was riding motocross.  Until one fateful evening on January 10, 2004, I was 
riding at an indoor track in Renton, Washington, when another rider took me out over a jump 
and I landed on my head from about 15 feet up in the air.  I broke my neck at the C6 
vertebrae, which left me a quadriplegic.  I was hospitalized for 3 months.  I only have feeling 
and function from my chest up, with minimal use of my hands and arm functions.  Since my 
injury, I have adapted to life in a wheelchair pretty well.  I am working on being more and 
more independent every day. 
 
I started playing Wheelchair Rugby (aka Murderball) about a year post injury and fell in love with 
it.  It is excellent exercise and a great way to get out with other guys in chairs, and at the same 
time be my competitive self.  Plus I get to hit chairs really hard.  Ha ha!  I am extremely involved 

with the team, and I am even one of the captains and team rep.  We are putting on the 
West Coast Sectionals this year, so we are all excited about that.  In the future I plan on 
going to school to help new spinal cord injury patients deal with their new life and actually 
find joy in how life is gonna be. 
 
Jeremy Hannaford is the son of Kim Meigs, who has been a Janitor at Bangor for 18 
years. Kim started with Skookum in October of 2005.  She fly’s all over the US with 
Jeremy attending his Rugby tournaments.  Way to be Jeremy! 
 
      - Steve Spurling 
        Bangor, Keyport Dept. Supervisor 

On Friday, February 6, 2009, Zenaida Womble’s daughter, Jenelynn, gave birth to a beautiful baby girl at 
8:22am.  Lorelei Soleil Sullivan (nicknamed Lulu), weighed in at 7 pounds, 15 ounces, and measured 20 
inches long.  Lulu and her mom are both doing well, and Zenaida (a Skookum Hospital Housekeeper) is 
thrilled to be a grandma for the third time.  Congratulations!  -Karen Clements 
            Executive Housekeeper CEH 
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Congratulations Fleet Management Employees of the Month! 
 

BLDG 3916- - DON HARRIS  (AW)                                                      BLDG 12124- - VICTOR COBB (M) 
BLDG 12124 (NIGHT SHIFT)- - DAVID BOETTCHER (M)          BLDG 3426- - JOE LEFEBVRE (AH)        
BLDG 9570- - ANTHONY BASS (M)                     BLDG 3916/3822 NIGHT- - TOM LAFOUNTAIN (M)    
BLDG 3966- - JIM McKENNA (S)                                              BLDG 3378/3390- - MARK SCOTT (AW) 
BLDG 3822/3901- - HEATHER WEEKS (M)                          SUPPLY/QC/ADMIN- - BRAD BAKER (S) 
             

Each winner recei ves a $25.00 cash award and a certifi cate of appreciation! 

FLEET BEAT 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DANIEL HITCHNER 
On 21 January 2009 Skookum lost a leader, a friend and a dedicated father, Dan Hitchner. We at Skookum 
are at a loss for what to do next because Dan touched all of our lives through his dedication to helping, 
mentoring and caring for each one of us. Our hearts and condolences go out for all the family and fr iends that 
Dan’s love touched. Please take a moment and wish the family well through this time of loss.  
 

Dan Hitchner served as an Auto helper and an Environment Compliance Officer for Fleet Management, Fort 
Lewis Washington. We at fleet appreciate all that Dan did for us and will miss him greatly.  He passed away 
from a Cardiac Arrest.  He was only 55. 
          -Tom Whipple 
            Quality Manager 

AN UNUSUAL HOBBY 
One of our mechanics at Bldg. 9570 on Fort Lewis has an unusual hobby; he is a 
licensed Falconer.  On February 5th, Ethan Riley brought in one of his Red Tailed 
Hawks named Gotcha.  She was about 300 days old.  Ethan showed us how you can 
tell their age by the feathers and the color of their eyes.  He also demonstrated and 
briefly talked about how he has trained himself and the birds.  He explained how 
they hunt and what kind of foods they eat.  He let several of us (with a glove on) 
hold some food and have Gotcha fly from his hand to ours.  For some of us who 
have grown up near the city, we have only seen these beautiful birds of prey from a 

distance.  We deeply appreciate Ethan for bringing in and sharing what he takes great pride in.  Thank you 
Ethan for that once in a lifetime treat.     -Lynn Meier 
                Bldg 9570 

NEED FOR SPEED! 
Paul Walno, Shop Foreman (Building 3916) at Fort Lewis, will once again face 
danger and 1500 other racers in the ADELANTO 2009 Desert Motor Cross Race in 
Adelanto, California. This event is sponsored by The Desert  Vipers Motorcycle Club 
and is  a hundred miles of very un-friendly terrain. For Paul this has turned into and 
annual event participating in the 50 and over class. Paul r ides a Kawasaki KX450F 
bike and has been training all year for this  event. H is son, Chad, delivers  superior 
performance as part of the pit crew, mechanic, and truck driver for the Walno Racing 
Team.  A ll of us  here at Fleet wish him safety and the best of luck.   
          -Tom Whipple 
           Quality Manager 
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The winner will receive a $100 Prize along with a Skookum Excellence Pin. 
This award is based on our Core Values: 

 

Nominee’s Name:                                                  Title:                          Division: 
 

 

Describe your nominee’s outstanding achievement in one or more of our Core Values: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Your Name:                                                Title:                                         Division: 
 

Your email address: 

Please email or fax to Jeff Dolven: jdolven@skookum .org or 360-475-0757 

The Presidents Weekly Excellence Award 


